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Tacky the Penguin

Lester, Helen

Illustrated by Lynn Munsinger. 1988. 32pp. $16.00 hc. Houghton Mifflin Company. 0-395-45536-7. Grades K-3

This fictional story is about Tacky, a funny little penguin with his own individual style.  Tacky doesn’t really fit in with his more sophisticated friends.  Daily activities for his friends are always dignified, graceful, and serious, and they find Tacky’s shenanigans a little annoying.  However, their attitudes change when Tacky’s odd behavior saves them all from the greedy, growling hunters who come to capture and sell the penguins. Tacky becomes a hero and his friends realize that he’s nice to have around, even though he’s very different.  Young children will enjoy Tacky’s silly antics and the humorous illustrations as they learn a very valuable lesson about accepting human differences. Recommended.  Karen Dockery, First Grade Teacher, J.P. Nix Primary, Cleveland, GA
