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Unit Analysis

The unit I chose to analyze was the map and globe unit taught by Brandi Whitaker.  Brandi teaches a 1st grade EIP class of 16 students.  Since EIP students often require different teaching strategies in order to master the objectives being taught, I think using more technology would help the students grasp the concepts more effectively.  Technology can serve as a motivator for the students less interested in learning.  The interaction would also aid in comprehension and retention.  There are map and globe objectives taught in 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades and using technology to help teach the beginning skills in 1st grade could help develop a clearer understanding on which to build in future years.  

Brandi has been teaching for four years and is moderately experienced in using technology, but at present has not incorporated any into this unit.  Since a text book is not available, she reads books from the media center and does some whole group work in a map skills book by Weekly Reader.  Brandi primarily uses instructivist teaching methods, but is open to constructivist ideas as she gains more experience.  She is very willing to try new ideas, and I would not be hesitant at all in approaching her with the following suggestions.

First, I would make her aware of these resources available in the media center:

· Library Media Specialist to teach students how to use OPAC to search for other books about maps and globes.

· Transparencies from old series to use with overhead projector.

· Video, Understanding Maps.
· Video, This Is Our World.
· A map and globe kit by Nystrom called Communities Here and There that comes complete with User’s Guide and lesson plans.  It contains inflatable globes, class sets of maps, and a CD-Rom called Exploring Where & Why.  This CD-Rom is a wonderful resource for individual use at a computer center or for whole group by hooking computer to T.V. with an AV cable.  It contains 15 lessons and covers many map and globe QCCs.

· CD-Rom, KidPix, to let students draw a map of their room using stamps as map symbols.

· CD-Rom, Graph Club, to create a Venn diagram to compare/contrast maps and globes.

· CD-Rom by Edmark called Imagination Express – Destination: Neighborhood to integrate creative writing.

· PowerPoint software to present different kinds of maps, to compare & contrast maps and globes, et.al.
Next, I would share these websites for her to examine.

For lesson plans:

· http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/passwd/search/srchqcc/Standard.asp?SubjectID=4&Grade=1&CSID=156&keywords=&CSType=S&View=SL
· http://www.pbs.org/teachersource/social_studies/k2-geography.html
· http://teacher.scholastic.com/fieldtrp/socstu/maps.htm
For maps:

· http://www.nationalgeographic.com/maps/
· http://www.graphicmaps.com/aatlas/world.htm
To view satellite photos of the earth:
· http://www.ssec.sisc.edu/data/indes.html
To play a game that challenges more proficient learners to learn names and location of each 50 states:

· http://www.jayzeebear.com/map/usa.html
I believe that Brandi would be a good choice with which to begin collaborating because she would be very enthusiastic in sharing the new ideas with other teachers, thus opening doors for collaboration with those not as easy to approach.

